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or having English goods on board. This is a premium to British navigators, and an attack upon all neutral powers."
"At Madame de HohenthaTs assembly [January 19th] I learn that the Swiss are determined to assert their independence, and have proposed anew the oath of Union, discussed since two centuries ; also that they have demanded a categoric answer from the Directory as to the kind of neutrality which they are to expect from France/*
" Pass the evening [January 25th] at Court, where there is, as usual, a concert The rabies politico, sets people's tongues going, so that the murmur almost drowns the voice of Madame de Hohenthal during her song. On the .whole, there seems much dulness in our social atmosphere. The Comte de Pfaffenhosen tells me here some anecdotes of the Director Barras. At the request of his uncle he had made up a match for him with a young lady who, being sister to the unfortunate Madame de la Motte, lost her future husband by the affair of the collar.* He then, at the renewed request of the same uncle, negotiated another marriage for him, and took the Vicomte de Barras down into the country to see and be seen. Here a too .great intimacy was discovered with his servant, and the projected marriage broken off. Last June my relater went to Paris in pursuit of a paymaster who had robbed him, and addressed himself to Barras, who received him well, and assisted him, and who finally pressed him to remain in Paris. 'Here,' says Barras, ' I have no friend, and I much want one.' The ci-devant payeur is now an officer of the Directorial Guard and eats at the table of his mas-
* Allusion is here made to the famous affair of the diamond necklace, in which drama the principal actors were a queen, a prince of the House of Rohan, and a courtesan, and the proceedings of which exposed royalty to many blows and many scandals.pture and condemnation of all vessels coming from an English port,dressed to theister of war, and, in 1790, a Count of the Holy Roman Empire. His power and influence at the Court of Bavaria ceased with the life of the Elector, in 1799. In 1798 he went to London, and formed the plan of the Royal Institution of London, which was founded about 1800. He died at Auteuil in 1814,ted under the government of one man.    It is their final hope ;                               \
